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Supplemental Table 

Supplemental Table S1: Exemplar Qualitative Quotes – “Based on your current knowledge, what 
health effects do you think are associated with nitrate contamination in drinking water?” 

I do not know. I would guess cancer? 
Unknown- I don’t know of any 
possible increase in risk for NTD's and other malformations in pregnancy, methemoglobinemia in babies and 
little kids, thyroid issues, concurrent exposure to other hazardous agents such as pesticides 
Vomiting/diarrhea? 
I would think cancer. I don't know what type, but I would think that nitrates would trigger cancer 
development. 
pediatric cancer, thyroid disease 
Probably none for my population 
Parkinson’s and other neurodegenerative disorders. Maybe some cardiovascular effects 
"blue baby syndrome", increased risk of cancer, thyroid disfunction 
I think it affects oxygen binding 
Blue baby syndrome, thyroid disease, cancer, vague effects like headaches, abdominal issues and nausea. 
Miscarriage, birth defects 
No reliable knowledge 
Unfortunately, I have to live in [County] county. Which, after working in the ER realized that there is a 
overly high incidence of brain, cancer and multiple other cancers, which I believe are not only coming from 
contaminated food from our government, but the water in this area is highly contaminated. The water plant is 
right next to the Missouri river, downstream from [City] downstream From [City], which stinks like sewer, 
and on top of that you have farmers who have overly fertilize the ground and saturated it with chemicals 
years after years, which are killing people. I’ve been buying springwater for the last couple years and prior 
to that I was buying purified water because I was not knowledgeable about the fact that they strip all the 
vitamins from the purified water. Go figure the government does the bottled water and the purified water is 
always cheaper so people drink that which is not good for them. They should be drinking spring water and 
nobody in this area should be drinking water from a well or the faucet. I’m raising four young boys and I’ll 
be damned if I’m gonna let this area kill them or make them sick prematurely because we’re not doing 
anything about the contaminated water system. I should say the government is not doing anything about the 
contaminated water system just like the government is not stopping these big corporations for putting things 
in processed foods which make people, addicted, obesity, numerous types of different types of cancer, and 
DNA and blood cells within minutes of eating and drinking things. 
Brain changes, poor detoxification, increase in chronic disease risk 
I am not sure but interested since our home is on well water. 
I'm completely unaware of the health effects associated with nitrate contamination in drinking water 
I am not sure, this hasn't been something that i have ever looked into. 
colorectal cancer; low birth weights, congenital anomalies, over all pregnancy issues, hemoglobin issues 
Muscle fatigue 
Unsure, need more education 
neural tube defects, cancer risk, thyroid disease, other vague symptoms like headaches 
Cancers and skin issues and may bring out other underlying conditions such as autoimmune 
no idea 
Primary concern in pediatrics is with its effects on hemoglobin and oxygen binding, but developing concerns 
for pediatric cancer and birth defects. 
I think that we are not at all aware of the impact of increased nitrates in water has on health, including 
malignancy, chronic diseases and birth defects. 
increased cancer risk? 
Brain tumors 



Not sure 
No idea 
thyroid disease, colon cancer/colon disease, various fetal problems (I dont do obstetrics/pediatrics) 
Not sure actually 

 


