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appy New Year, 2026!
[ extend my warmest wishes to

everyone for a bright and prosper-
ous year ahead.

As we begin a new year, we look toward
creating a better future—building on our suc-
cesses and learning from our challenges. We
continuously strive to do better and achieve
more. [ would like to take this opportunity
to review the major accomplishments of the
National Environmental Health Association
(NEHA) over the past year.

Strengthening Our Presence in
the Americas

The Americas comprise 55 countries, ter-
ritories, and dependencies. Of these, 20—
including Puerto Rico, a US. territory—are
Spanish-speaking. As part of our strategic
effort to enhance our regional presence in
2025, NEHA made its web content and the
Journal of Environmental Health available in
both English and Spanish.

Important Publications Released
We released a new guide, Pillars of Govern-
mental Environmental Public Health, which
is the culmination of extensive research and
the first publication of its kind (Bare et al.,
2025). It outlines key areas of practice and
responsibility, and provides evidence-based
recommendations for building and sustain-
ing effective environmental public health
programs at the local level. The guide identi-
fies 11 primary (core) and 4 secondary func-
tions of local governmental environmental
health practice.
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What We Did Over the
Last Year and Looking
Forward to the New Year

We remain
committed to ensuring
that environmental
health is recognized
and valued.

We also published Modernizing Data Sys-
tems in Environmental Public Health: A Blue-
print for Action. The foreword describes the
blueprint as follows:

It serves as a practical and strategic

resource for EPH [environmental pub-

lic health] professionals who seek to
enhance their data understanding, capa-
bilities, and data infrastructure. Organized
by thematic sections, the guide provides
foundational principles, actionable strat-
egies, real-world case studies, and tools
to support jurisdictions of all sizes and
capacities in making significant progress
toward modern, resilient data systems.

(Ong & Mackey, 2025, p. iii)

This guide is yet another example of our
long-term work to provide tools and resources
that help environmental health practitioners
use data to improve systems and demonstrate
the value of environmental health programs.

Expanding Education, Outreach,
and Visibility

Our Environmental Health Grand Rounds
addressed timely and relevant topics for

environmental health practitioners (www.
neha.org/eh-grand-rounds). These virtual
seminars had high registration numbers and
reached a global audience, providing practi-
cal tools to strengthen skills and meet pro-
fessional challenges.

NEHA staff were also cited in more than
20 news and magazine articles, offering
expert guidance on environmental health
issues—reflecting our reputation as respected
scientists and researchers (www.neha.org/
News-Announcements).

Our Online Community space continues
to serve as the go-to forum for practitioners
seeking advice and support from their peers
(https://community.neha.org/home).

Record-Breaking Student Support
One of our proudest achievements was
awarding $22,500 in scholarships through
the NEHA/American Academy of Sanitar-
ians (AAS) Environmental Health Scholar-
ships (www.neha.org/scholarships). In total,
we gave out six scholarships to three under-
graduate and three graduate students. This
amount represents the largest scholarship
award in our history and reflects sound finan-
cial stewardship.

To sustain and expand support for future
environmental health professionals, we
launched the NEHA 1,000 Challenge to
recruit 1,000 individual donors to strengthen
our Scholarship and Endowment Funds.
Please join us in supporting our students and
our profession—no contribution is too small,
and recurring donations are welcome (www.
neha.org/donate).
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| You can learn what NEHA has done over the past decade through our Annual Reports. Each
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report maps out yearly achievements toward our mission to build, sustain, and empower an
effective environmental health workforce. Check them out at www.neha.org/annual-reports.
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